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logical. He did not, like the Socialists or Communists, present a program as the corollary of a theory. But he was a profound believer in both expert knowledge and education; he was one of the first American men of politics to build up a brain trust, and he believed heavily in the scientific method. One of his tenets was that the government should be able to step in and help the people solve a given problem, by having at hand an expertly worked-out applicable program. Also he sought to educate the people as a whole so that they might truly understand what the issues were. Hence, when he himself went on to Washington and the national scene, his domestic reforms stayed put. Conservative governors that followed him could not write his reforms oif the books, because the citizenry had become sufficiently educated to see that they remained.
From 1901 until 1946, for almost half a century, a La Follette was either senator from Wisconsin or governor of the state. No record quite like this exists in American history.
La Follette's two sons, Robert M. Jr., the elder, and Philip F., have always complemented one another nicely. Bob equals Washington in La Follette language; Phil equals Wisconsin. Bob was his father's secretary for some years, and then senator; Phil has been governor three times. Bob, I heard from friends of both, resembles his mother in character and temperament; Phil is more like his father. Bob is studious, more reserved, gentler; Phil is volatile, quick minded, capable of some extremely errant judgments, more ambitious probably, and less sound. In a curious way, though the elder, Bob has usually tended to defer to Phil. Possibly this-is because, midway through college, Bob had a long, almost mortal illness; he never got a university degree (whereas Phil's scholastic record was exceptionally brilliant) and did not think he had the stamina for public life, which Phil had amply. The whole family is very devoted. Phil married before Bob, and had a son first. Bob insisted that he be named Robert Marion La Follette III although Phil wanted to leave the name free for the time Bob should marry -and have a son. Indeed Bob has two sons today; their names are Bronson Cutting La Follette and Jo Davidson La Follette. One of the boys, while working his way through school, became ill. Father Bob got up at three in the morning and delivered his son's paper route.
The story of the creation, rise, collapse, and eventual disappearance of the Progressive party may be told briefly. The movement started back in the iSgo's. Its spearhead was, of course, Bob Senior. But he was first elected governor as a Republican, and during most of his political life he worked within the Republican party.10 Hence most electoral issues were decided in the primaries; a Progressive would oppose a conservative C"stalwar-t") Republican; the general election was mostly a formality, since both Republican wings would generally unite to beat whoever was
10 Of course he ran for president as a Progressive in 1924,